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OBJECT LESSONS IN 


THE NURSERY. 


Here again it is the leaves which possess the dan geroil 
power of fascination. Observing them with interest We fi n ! 
that they are shaped something like a small round salt- spoo „ 
with a long handle. The leaves themselves are g re e n> b " 
are so covered with red hairs as to have on the whole a 
reddish appearance. The hairs, you observe, are longer 
towards the edge of the leaf than they are in the middle, and 
each one is tipped with a drop of clear sticky fluid v ^ hich 
gives to the plant the sparkling appearance which gained f or 
it its beautiful name. 

But the shining drops have more to do than merely look 
handsome. Attracted by the sparkling dew, as they take it 
to be, hapless insects alight on the spoon-shaped leaves and 
their doom is sealed. 

Let me show you how the innocent-looking sundew treats 
its captives. Instead of a fly I will put a very small piece of 
hard-boiled white of egg upon a leaf. Immediately all the 
hairs or tentacles which have been touched by the food bend 
inwards towards the middle of the leaf and fasten their prize 
down as though bound by many cords. You may imagine 
how the sticky fluid hampers a struggling fly, and how it 
becomes entangled in the numerous tentacles. As in the 
case of the butterwort an acid fluid is poured forth, and in 
t e course of time, the white of egg will be completely dis- 

!°YV ^"PP^y litmus paper to the leaf and we shall 
n t at it turns red, owing to the acid which is engaged in 
the work of digestion 

If you are inclined to think that the sun-dew and butter- 
in w I re Cr ^ e C ^ e ^ ants ’ y° u must remember that they live 
else ^ aC6b ant * Can ^ ravv U P through their roots little 
and aKc W f’, er> s ° that were it not for their power of digesting 

very badly fof food.™^ 11 ^ ° f flieS ^ W ° Uld 

grows in N !*!? r° tel1 you at >out the curious fly-trap which 
■East Indies h arollna > ar *d the great pitcher plant of the 

aa d see them Lyo^l/es* ^ g ° ^ ^ l ° KeW GardenS 
sufficient for two, or erea tluee ^ f^und that the matter given above is 


CORNELIA. MATER GRACCHORUM. 

A POEM. 

By the Rev. J. Hudson, M.A. 

There dwelt at Rome, when times were rude and wild, 
Cornelia, mother of the Gracchi ; child 
Of that great Scipio of immortal fame 
Who took from Afric’s fall his martial name. 

Her sire s sole darling she had early wed 
Titus Sempronius Gracchus, loyal Head 
Of Rome’s most loyal house, to whom she bare 
Twelve sons of promise, and one daughter fair. 

But ere the first-born grew to man’s estate 
She wept a widow. Soon a darker fate 
Dealt devastation, and she mourned bereft 
Of one and yet another, till were left 
Two sons alone : ah ! what supremest care 
And sweet solicitude upon the pair 
She lavished, recking nought of toil or pain, 

For all her hopes were centred on the twain. 


She might, if such her choice, have called her own 
A crown, a sceptred share of Egypt’s throne, 

But wished no second nuptials ; all intent 
To mould her sons to mould the state ; nor lent 
Aught else a transient thought ; and, since she saw 
Greece eminent in arts and cultured lore, 

Sought from her foremost sages teachers grave 
To make her lads like-minded, wise and brave ; 

Cumae and Mitylene send their best, — 

And oft at even ere they went to rest, 

Herself would tell of deeds of olden fame, 

And they would lisp from childhood each great name — 
Stern Cincinnatus of the strong right arm, 

Twice hailed Dictator from his frugal farm ; 

Camillus, who in hour of direst need 
From Gaulish fetters groaning Romans freed ; 

The self-devoted Decii, son and sire, 

And Scaevola unflinching at the fire. 


So were they taught from youth to emulate 
All high examples ; with the good and great 
For valour’s meed and virtue’s palm to vie, 

To dare brave deeds, or in the daring die : 

To be Rome’s champions and their country’s stay, 
Fearless and faithful in the evil day. 
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CORNELIA MATER GRACCHORUM. 


Unto Cornelia, one morn there came 
In oomp of state a proud Campanian Dame, 

Bearing a casket rich with many a gem, 

Worthy to grace a monarch s diadem • 

The jewels throbbed with splendour, and their light 
Shone with a lustre beautiful and bright ; 

Sapphires of heaven’s own azure, rubies fair, 

Pearls, emeralds, amethysts, diamonds, jaspers rare, 
a yhese treasures all are mine, ’ she fondly cried, 
fVinn znuxht like them ? M 


Sweet the matron smiled 
With the sublimity of motherhood ; 

“ Lo, these my sons, jewels of flesh and blood, 
Jewels that throb with life and love, and shine 
With Heaven’s reflected radiance, and enshrine 
The fire of noble aims ; I dedicate 
To Rome their ripening- manhood, and I wait 
In faith the future, and implore the Powers 
That, throned above us, rule the rolling hours, 
To guide and guard them, fitting them to be 
The glory of their country and of me.” 


The years sped by ; in death the elder lay, 
Tiberius, people’s tribune, people’s prey ! 

Nor long survived poor Caius ! Rome was still 
Unripe for reformation, fain to kill 
Her best and bravest, nought she basely gave 
Her benefactors but a martyr’s grave. 


Heart-crushed Cornelia lingered many years 
Yet ne’er begrudged them, and, amidst her tears, 
With all a patriot’s passion, oft would tell 
The virtues of the sons she loved so well. 

Dearer to her than all earth’s dearest joys, 

A mother’s tender memories of her boys. 


O uau pdOOCAl <x w <xy , 

A later generation rose to pay 
Unstinted honours, and a statue raise 
n graved with tardy tribute to her praise : 

R °. f U somt P^ase finds place, nor such she needs 
\e are * e words the wondering stranger reads, 
ea s with regret, half rapture and half awe, 

Her sole short life-epitome, no more 
This meet memorial of a mother’s pride- 
rne ta °S the Gracchi"— nought beside. 


House of Education. — Next • t 

wi £"l2 "s'w p ? Th a : U * H 

for December 12th. ' L *a™»ation papers will be sent out 

Mothers' Educational Cuur\p „„ 

out for December cth 1 M k ’ u examination papers will be sent 

are aske^o kindlv r wh ° wish t0 Postpone their examination 

Education % C ° mmUmcate at with the Secretary, House of 

„ Th/Zari C/Uh f he special subject selected for this year is 

. , ' 1 ■* P*“pMet containing outlines lot a course ot study 

with suggestions for children's work and list of useful books, will be issued 
to members at the commencement of the year. The subscription to the 

9 “ b “ “• Payable to Miss Blogg, 28, Victoria Street. Further 
details will be announced in due course. 


BOOKS. 

With Kitchener to Khartoum , by W. G. Stevens (Blackwood, 6/-). 
History repeats itself, and this volume reminds us of the purely delightful 
production of another journalist, The Crescent and the Cross ; not that 
Mr. Stevens has quite the literary charm of Elliot Warburton ; but his 
power of rapid, vivid narrative and graphic presentation, the sort of 
etau that carries the reader through the chapters at a gasp, places the 
author on a literary pinnacle all his own. The events are so fresh in 
everybody’s mind that even a dull narrative would be interesting; but in 
Mr. Stevens’ hands, the march to Khartoum becomes an enthralling heroic 
tale. Incidentally we get to know our Nile pretty well, and as for the 
black battalions, not Kipling himself inspires us with more enthusiasm for 
that “first-class fighting man” of which the corps are composed. The 
chapter on the Sirdar, and the sketches of Major-General Hunter, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Macdonald, Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell/ General 
Gatacre, etc., are specially good reading, and make the most stay-at- 
home people proud to be of English blood. The boys, or indeed the girls, 
who get With Kitchener to Khartou?n among their Christmas presents 
are to be envied. 

Her Memory , by Maarten Maartens (Macmillan and Co., 6/-). A 
tender and sorrowful tale told with artistic simplicity and force. It opens 
with a startling and rather painful scene of all but maniacal grief. A 
young father is left widowed with a little daughter of eight ; and the history 
follows father and daughter until the latter is eighteen. It is a delicate 
psychological study well worth the reading of fathers and mothers. The 
moral seems to be, to quote the words of an old poet, that — 

“ Love has no nonage ; nor has mind.” 

The father persistently allows for a nonage of thought and feeling, which 
does not exist, in his little daughter. He believes that sorrow and compre- 



